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George Herbert was bom the third day of April, 
in the year of our redemption 1593. The place of his 
birth wa^ near to the town of Montgomery, and in that 
castle that did then bear the name of that town and 
county.- That castle was then a place of state and 
strength, and had been successively happy in the fam- 
ily of the Herberts, who had long possessed it ; and 
with it a plentiful estate, and hearts as liberal to their 
poor neighbors : — a family that hath been blest with 
men of remarkable wisdom, and a willingness to serve 
their country, and indeed to do good to all mankind; for 
which they are eminent But alas! this family did in 
the late rebellion suffer extremely in their estates ; and 
the heirs of that castle saw it laid level with that earth 
that was too good to bury those wretches that were the 
cause of it. 

The father of our George was Richard Herbert, the 
son of Edward Herbert, knight, the son of Richard Her- 
bert, knight, the son of the famous Sir Richard Herbert 
of Colebrook, in the county of Monmouth, banneret, who 
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was the youngest brother of that memorable William 
Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, that lived in the reign of 
our King Edward IV. 

His mother was Magdalen Newport, the youngest 
daughter of Sir Richard, and sister to Sir Francis New- 
port, of High Arkall, in the county of Salop, knight, and 
grandfather of Francis Lord Newport, now comptroller 
of his majesty's household : a family, that for their loy- 
alty have suffered much in their estates, and seen the 
ruin of that excellent structure, where their ancestors 
have long lived, and been memorable for their hospital- 
ity. She was the happy mother of seven sons and three 
daughters. 

George Herbert, who was the fifth son, spent much 
of his childhood in a sweet content under the eye and 
care of his prudent mother, and the tuition of a chaplain, 
or tutor to him and two of his brothers, in her own 
family, (for she was then a widow,) where he continued 
till about the age of twelve years ; and being at that 
time well instructed in the rules of grammar, he was 
not long after commended to the care of Dr. Neale, who 
was then Dean of Westminster ; and by him to the care 
of Mr. Ireland, who wa^ then chief master of that 
school ; where the beauties of his pretty behaviour and 
wit shined and became so eminent and lovely in this 
his innocent age, that he seemed to be marked out for 
piety, and to become the care of Heaven, and of a par- 
ticular good angel to guard and guide him. And thus 
he continued in that school, till he came to be perfect 
in the learned languages, and especially in the Greek 
tongue, in which he after proved an excellent critic. 

About the age of fifteen, he being then a king's 
scholar, he was elected out of tl^t school for Trinity 
College in Cambridge, to which place he was trans- 



REV. GEORGE HERBERT. 21 

planted about the year 1608 ; and his prudent mother well 
knowing that he might easily lose or lessen that virtue 
and innocence, which her advice and example had 
planted in his mind, did therefore procure the generous 
and liberal Dr. Nevil, who was then Dean of Canter- 
bury, and Master of that College, to take him into his 
particular care, and provide him a tutor ; which he did 
most gladly undertake, for he knew the excellencies of 
his mother, and how to value such a friendship. 

In Cambridge we may find our George Herbert's 
behaviour to be such, that we may conclude he conse- 
crated the first fioiits of his early age to virtue, and a 
serious study of learning. And that he did so, this fol- 
lowing letter and sonnet, which were, in the first year 
of his going to Cambridge, sent his dear mother for a 
new year's gift, may appear to be some testimony. 

— " But I fear the heat of my late ague hath dried up 
those springs, by which scholars say the Muses use to 
take up their habitations. However, I need not their 
help to reprove the vanity of those many love poems 
that are daily writ, and consecrated to Venus ; nor to 
bewail that so few are writ, that look towards Grod and 
Heaven. iFor my own part, my meaning, dear mother, 
is, in these sonnets, to declare my resolution to be, that 
my poor abilities in poetry shall be all and ever conse- 
crated to God's glory ; and I beg you to receive this as 
one testimony." t 

My God, where is that ancient heat towards thee, 
Wherewith whole shoals of martyrs once did bum, 

Besides their other flames ? Doth Poetry 
Wear Venus' livery ? oiily serve her turn ? 

Why are not sonnets made of thee 7 and lays 
Upon thine altar burnt 1 Cannot thy love 

Heighten a spirit to sound out thy praise 

, ■ * , , ■ —-ft 
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As well as any she 7 Cannot thy Dove 

Outstrip their Cupid easily in flight ? 
Or, since thy ways are deep, and still the same, 
Will not a verse run smooth that beaurs thy name ? 

Why doth that fire, which by thy power and might 
Each breast doth feel, no J^raver fuel choose 
Than that which one day worms may chance refuse ? 

Sure, Lord, there is enough in thee to dry 
Oceans of ink ; for, as the deluge did 

Cover the eaurth, so doth thy majesty. 
Each cloud distib thy praise, and doth forbid 

Poets to turn it to another use. 
Roses and lilies speak thee ; and to make 

A pair of cheeks of them, is thy abuse. 
Why should 1 women's eyes for crystal take ? 

Such poor invention burns in their low mind 
Whose fire is wild, and doth not upward go 
To praise, and on thee, Lord, some ink bestow. 

Open the bones, and you shall nothing find 
In the best face but filth ; when, Lord, in thee 
The beauty lies in the discovery. G. H. 

This was his resolution at the sending this letter to his 
dear mother ; about which time he was in the seven- 
teenth year of his age ; and as he grew older, so he 
grew in learning, and more and more in favor both with 
God and man ; insomuch that, in this morning of that 
short day of his life, he seemed to be marked out for 
virtue, and to become the care of Heaven ; for God still 
kept his soul in so holy a frame, that he may and ought 
to be a pattern of virtue to all posterity, and especially 
to his brethren of the clergy, of which the reader may 
expect a more exact account in what will follow. 

I need not declare that he was a strict student, be- 
cause, that he was so, there will be many testimonies 
in the future part of his life. I shall therefore only tell. 



REV. GEORGE HERBERT. 23 

that he was made Bachelor of Arts in the year 1611 ; 
Major Fellow of the College, Mar6h 15, 1615 ; and, that 
in that year he was also made Master of Atts, he hcing 
then in the twenty-second year of his age ; during all 
which time, all, or the greatest diversion from his study, 
was the practice of music, in which he became a great 
master ; and of which he would say — " That it did 
relieve his drooping spirits, compose his distracted 
thoughts, and raised his weaiy soul so far above eartli, 
that it gave him an earnest of the joys of heaven, before 
he possessed them." And it may be noted, that, from 
his first entrance into the college, the generous Dr. 
Nevil was a cherisher of his studies, and such a lover 
of his person, his behaviour, and the excellent endow- 
ments of his mind, that he took him often into his own 
company ; by which he confirmed his native gentle- 
ness ; and if during this time he expressed any error, it 
was, that he kept himself too much retired, and at too 
great a distance from all his inferiors ; and his clothes 
seemed to prove, that he put too great a value on his 
parts and parentage. 

This may be some account of his disposition, and of 
the employment of his time till he was Master of Arts, 
which was anno 1615 ; and in the year 1619 he was 
chosen Orator for the Univei-sity. His two precedent 
orators were Sir Robert Nanton, and Sir Francis Neth- 
ersoll. The first was not long after made Secretary of 
State ; and Sir Francis, not very long after his being 
orator, was made Secretary to the Lady Elizabeth, 
Queen of Bohemia. In this place of orator our George 
Herbert continued eight years, and managed it with as 
becoming and grave a gaiety as any had ever before or 
since his time. For " he had acquired great learning, 
and was blessed with a high fancy, a civil and sharp 
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wit, and with a natural elegance, both in his behaviour, 
his tongue, and his pen." 

About this time the king frequently came to the 
university, and was usually welcomed with the ap- 
plauses and gratulations of the public orator, who ac- 
quitted himself so well that he was taken into notice, 
and received some marks of royal approbation. In one 
of these visits to Cambridge his majesty was attended 
by the great secretary of nature and all learning. Sir 
Francis Bacon, (Lord Verulam,) and by the ever mem- 
orable and learned Dr. Andrews, Bishop of Winchester, 
both which did at that time begin a desired friendship 
with Mr. Herbert Upon whom the first put such a 
value on his judgment, that he usually desired his 
approbation before he would expose any of his books to 
be printed ; and thought him so worthy of his friendship, 
that having translated many of the prophet David's 
Psalms into English verse, he made Greorge Herbert 
his patron, by a public dedication of them to him, as the 
best judge of divine poetry. And for the learned 
bishop, it is o]!)servable, that at that time there fell to be 
a modest debate betwixt them two about predestination, 
and sanctity of life ; of both which the orator did, not 
long after, send the bishop some safe and useful apho- . 
risms, in a long letter, written in Greek ; which letter 
was so remarkable for the language and reason of it, 
that, after the reading it, the bishop put it into his 
bosom, and did often show it to many scholars, both of 
this and foreign nations ; but did always return it back 
to the place where he first lodged it, and continued it so 
near his heart till the last day of his life. 

To these I might add the long and entire friendship 
betwixt him and Sir Henry Wotton, and Dr. Donne ; 
but I have promised to contract myself, and shall there- 
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fore only add one testimony to what is also mentioned 
in the Life of Dr. Donne ; namely, that a little before 
his death he caused many seals to be made, and in them 
to be engraven the figure of Christ crucified on an 
anchor, (the emblem of hope,) and of which Dr. Donne 
would often say — " Crux mihi anchora." These seals he 
gave or sent to most of those friends on which he put a 
value ; and, at Mr. Herbert's death, these verses were 
found wrapt up with that seal, which was by the doctor 
given to him : — 

When my dear friend could writeno more, 
He gave this seal, and so gave o'er. 
When winds and waves rise highest, I am sure, 
Tliis anchor keeps my faith, that me secure. 

At this time of being orator, he had learned to under- 
stand the Italian, Spanish, and French tjpngues very 
perfectly ; hoping, that as his predecessors, so he might 
in tifne attain the place of a secretary of state, he being 
at that time very high in the king's favor, and not 
meanly valued and loved by the most eminent and most 
powerful of the court nobility. This, and the loye of a 
court conversation, mixed with a laudable ambitipn to 
be something more than he then was, drew him often 
from Cambridge to attend the King wheresoever the 
court was, who then gave him a sinecure, which fell 
into his majesty's disposal, I think, by the death of the 
Bishop of St. Asaph. It was the same that Queen 
Elizabeth had formerly given to her favorite. Sir Philip 
Sidney, and valued to be worth an hundred and twenty 
pounds per annum. With this, and his annuity, and 
the advantage of his college, and of his oratorship, he 
enjoyed his genteel humbr for clothes, and courtlike 
company, and seldom looked towards Cambridge, unless 
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the king were there, hut then he never failed ; and, at 
other times, left the manage of his orator's place to his 
learned friend, Mr. Herbert Thomdike, who is now 
Prebend of Westminster. 

I may not omit to tell, tiiat he had often designed to 
leave the university, and decline all study, which he 
thought did impair his health ; for he had a body apt to 
a consumption, and to fevers, and other infirmities, 
which he judged were increased by his studies ; for he 
would often say — " He had too thoughtful a wit; a wit, 
like a penknife in too narrow a sheath, too sharp for his 
body." But his mother would by 1310 means allow him 
to leav« the university, or to travel; and though he 
inclined very much to both, yet he would by no means 
satisfy his own desires at so dear a rate, as to prove an 
undutiful son to so affectionate a mother; but did always 
submit to her wisdom. And what I have now said may 
partly appear in a copy of verses in his printed poems ; 
it is one of those that bear the title of " Affliction ;" and 
it appears to be a pious reflection on God's providence, 
and some passages of his life, in which he says — 



Whereas my birth and spirit rather took 
The way that takes the town j 

Thou didst betray me to a lingering b^ok. 
And wrap me in a gown. 

I was entangled in a world of strife, 

Before I had the power to change my life. 

Yet, for I threatened oft the siege to raise, 

Not simpering all mine age ; 
Thou often didst with academic praise 

J\f elt and dissolve my rage : 
I took the sweetened pill, till I came where 
I could not go away, nor persevere. 
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Yet lest perchance I should too happy be 

In my unhappiness. 
Turning my purge to food, thou throwest me 

Into more sicknesses. 
Thus doth thy power cross-bias me, not making 
Thine own gifts good, yet me from my ways taking. 

Now I am here, what thou wilt do witl^ me 

None of my books will show. 
I read, and sigh, and wish I were a tree, 

For then sure I should grow 
To fruit or shade ; at least some bird would trust 
Her household with me, and I would be just. 

Yet though thou troublest me, I must be meek. 

In weakness must be stout. 
Well, I will change my service, and go seek 

Some other master out. 
Ah, my dear God ! though I am clean fbrgot, 
Let me not love thee, if I love thee noti^ O. H. 

In this time of Mr. Herbert's attendance and expect- 
ation of some good occasion to remove from Cambridge 
to court, God, in whom there is an linseen ch^in of 
causes, did in a short time put an end to the lives ef two 
of his most obUging and most powerful friends, Lodo- 
wick, Duke of Richmond, and James, Marquis of Ham- 
ilton; and not long after him, King James died also, and 
with him, all Mr^ Herbert's court hopes : so that he 
presently betook himself to a retreat from London, to a 
friend in Kent, where he lived very privately, and was 
such a lover of solitariness, as was judged to impair his 
health more than his study had done. In this time of 
retirement, he had many conflicts with himself, whether 
he should return to the painted pleasures of a court life, 
or betake himself to the study of divinity, and enter into 
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sacred orders; to which his dear mother had often 
persuaded him. These were such conflicts as they 
only can know that have endured them ; for ambitious 
desires, and the outward glory of this world, are not 
easily laid aside : but at last God inclined him to put on 
a resolution to serve at his altar. 

He did, at his return to London, acquaint a court 
friend with his resolution to enter into sacred orders, 
who persuaded him to alter it, as too mean an employ- 
ment, and too much below his birth and the excellent 
abilities and endowments of his mind. To whom he 
replied, " It hath been formerly judged that the domes- 
tic servants of the King of Heaven should be of the 
noblest families on earth. And though the iniquity of 
the late times have made clergymen meanly valued, 
and the sacred name of priest contemptible, yet I will 
labor to make it honorable, by consecrating all my learn- 
ing, and all my poor abilities, to advance the glory of 
that God that gave them ; knowing that I can never -do 
too much for him, that hath done so much for me as to 
make me a Christian. And I will labor to be like my 
Saviour, by making humility lovely in the eyes of all 
men, and by following the merciful and meek example 
of my dear Jesus." 

This was then his resolution ; and the God of constan- 
cy, who intended him for a great example of virtue, 
continued him in it ; for within that year he was made 
Deacon, but the day when, or by whom, I cannot learn ; 
but that he was about that time made Deacon, is most 
certain; for I find by the records of Lincoln, that he was 
made Prebend of Layton Ecclesia, in the diocese of 
Lincoln, July 15, 1626, and that this prebend was given 
him by John, then Lord 3ishop of that Sjse. And now 
he had a lit occasion to shew that piety and bounty that 

• * ■ '■ ■ •^' 
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was derired fi'om his generous mother, and his other 
memorable ancestors; and the occasion was this. 

This Layton Ecclesia is a village near to Spalden, in 
the county of Huntingdon, and the greatest part of the 
parish church was fallen down, and that of it which 
stood was so decayed, so Uttle, and so useless, that the 
parishioners could not meet to perform their duty to 
God in public prayer and praises ; and thus it had been 
for almost twenty years, in which time there had been 
some faint endeavors for a public collection, to enable 
the parishioners to rebuild it ; but with no success, till 
Mr. Herbert undertook it ; and he by his own and the 
contribution of many of his kindred, and other noble 
friends, undertook the re-edification of it ; and made it 
so much his whole business, that he became restless till 
he saw it finished as it now stands; being, for the 
workmanship, a costly mosaic ; for the form, an exact 
cross ; and for the decency and beauty, I am assured, it 
is the most remarkable parish church that this nation 
affords. He lived to see it so wainscotted, as to be 
exceeded by none ; and, by his order, the reading-pew 
and pulpit were a little distant from each other, and 
both of an equal height ; for he would often say, " They 
should neither have a precedency or priority of the 
other; but that prayer and preaching, being equally 
useful, might agree like brethren, and have an equal 
honor and estimation." 

Before I proceed farther, I must look back to the time 
of Mr. Herbert's being made prebend, ,and tell the 
reader, that not long after, his mother being informed of 
his intentions, to rebuild that church, and apprehending 
the great trouble and charge that he was like to draw 
upon himself, his relations, and friends, before it could 
be finished, sent for him from London to Chelsea, 
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where she then dwelt, and, at his coming, said — 
" George, I sent for you, to persuade you to commit 
simony, hy giving your patron as good a gilt as he has 
given to you ; namely, that you give him back his pre-, 
bend ; for, George, it is not for your weak body, and 
empty purse, to undertake to build churches." Of 
which he deared he might have a day's time to con- 
sider, and then make her an answer. And at his return 
to her the next day, when he had tirst desired her bless- 
ing, and she given it him^ his next request was — 
" That she would at the age of thirty-three years allow 
him to become an undutiful son ; for he had made a 
vow to God) that if he were able, he would rebuild that 
church." And then shewed her such reasons for his 
resolution, that she presently subscribed to be one of his 
benefactors, and undertook to solicit William, Earl of 
Pembroke, to become another, who subscribed for tifty 
pounds ; and not long after, by a witty and persuasive 
letter from Mr. Herbert, made it fifty pounds more. 
And in this nomination of some of his benefactors, 
James, Duke of Lenox, and his brother, Sir Henry Her- 
bert, ought to be remembered ; as also the bounty of Mr. 
Nicholas Farrer, and Mr. Arthur Woodnot, the one a 
gentleman in the neighborhood of Layton, and the 
other a goldsmith in Foster lane, London, ought not to 
be forgotten ; for the memory of such men ought to 
outlive their lives. 

Mr. Woodnot was a man that had considered over- 
grown estates do often require more care and watch- 
fulness to preserve than get them, and considered that 
there be many discontents, that riches cure not ; and 
did therefore set limits to himself, as to his desire of 
wealth. And having attained so much as to be able to 
shew some mercy tr^ the poor, and preserve a compe- 
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tence for himself, he dedicated the remaining part of his 
life to the service of God, and to be useful to his friends : 
and he proved to be so to Mr. Herbert ; for, beside his 
own bounty, he collected and returned most of the 
money that was paid for the rebuilding of that church ; 
he kept all the account of the charges, and would often 
go down to state them, and see all the workmen paid. 
When I have said that this good man was a useful 
friend to Mr. Herbert's father, and to his mother, and 
continued to be so to him till he closed his eyes on his 
death-bed, I will forbear to say more, till I have the 
next fair occasion to mention ihe holy friendship that 
was betwixt him and Mr. Herbert. From whom Mr. 
Woodnot carried to his mother this following letter, and 
delivered it to her in a sickness, which was not long 
before that which proved to be her last. 

A LETTER OF MR. GEORGE HERBERT, TO HIS 
MOTHER, IX HER SICKNESS. 

** Madam, 

" At iny last parting from you, I was the better 
content, because I was in hope I should myself carry 
all sickness out of your family ; but since I know I did 
not, and that your share continues, or rather increaseth, 
I wish earnestly that I were again with you; and 
would quickly make good my wish, but that my em- 
ployment does fix me here, it being now but a month to 
our commencement : wherein my absence, by how 
much it naturally augmenteth suspicion, by so much 
shall it make my prayers the more constant and the more 
earnest for you to the God of all consolation. In the 
meantime, I beseech you to be cheerful, and comfort 
yourself in the God of all comfort, who is not willing to 
behold any sorrow but for sin. What hath affliction griev- 
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ous in it, more than for a moment ? or why should our 
afflictions here have so much power or boldness as to 
oppose the hope of our joys hereafter ? — Madam, as the 
earth is but a point in respect of the heavens, so are 
earthly troubles compared to heavenly joys : therefore, . 
if either age or sickness lead you to those joys, consider 
what advantage you have over youth and health, who 
are now so near those true comforts. — Your last letter 
gave me earthly preferment, and I hope kept heavenly 
for yourself: but would you divide and choose too? 
Our college customs allow not that; and I should 
account myself most happy, if I might change with 
you ; for I have alwaysobserved the thread of life to be 
like other threads or skeins of silk, full of snarls and 
encumbrances. Happy is he, who^e bottom is wound 
up and laid ready for work in the New Jerusalem. — 
For myself, dear mother, I always feared sickness more 
than death, because sickness hath made me unable to 
perform those offices for which I came into the world, 
and must yet be kept in it ; but you are freed from that 
fear, who have already abundantly discharged that part, 
having both ordered your family, and so brought up 
your children, that they have attained to the years of 
discretion, and competent maintenance. So that now, 
if they do not well, the fault cannot be charged on you, 
whose example and care of them will justify you both 
to the world and your own conscience ; insomuch that, 
whether you turn your thoughts on the life past, or on 
the joys that are to come, you have strong preservatives 
against all disquiet And for temporal afflictions, I be- 
seech you consider, all that can happen to you are 
either afflictions of estate, or body, or mind. For those 
of estate, of what poor regard ought they to be ! since, 
if we had riches, we are commanded to give them away : 
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so that the best use of them is, having, not to have 
them. But perhaps, being; above the common people, 
our credit and estimation calls on us to live in a more 
splendid fashion : but, God ! how easily is that an- 
swered, when we consider tha( the blessings in the holy 
Scripture, are never given to the rich, but the poor. I 
neVer find, blessed be the rich ; or, blessed be the noble ; 
but, "Blessed be the meek," and, " Blessed be the 
poor" and, " Blessed be the mourners , for they shall 
be comforted." And yet, Grod ! most carry them- 
selves so, as if they not only not desired, but even feared 
to be blest. And for afflictions of the body, dear madam, 
remember the holy martyrs of God, how they have been 
burnt by thousands, and have endured such other tor- 
tures, as the very mention of them might beget amaze- 
ment ; but, their fiery trials have had an end : and 
yours (which praised be God are less) are not like to 
continue long. — I beseech you let such thoughts as 
these, moderate your present fear and sorrow; and 
know, that if any of yours should prove a Goliath-like 
trouble, yet you may say with David — " That God,w7io 
hath delivered me out of the paws of the lion and bear, 
unit also deliver me out of the hands of this uncircum- 
eised Philistine" Lastly, for those afflictions of the 
soul, consider that God intends that, to be as a sacred 
temple for himself to dwell in, and will not allow any 
room there for such an inmate as grief; or, allow that 
any sadness shall be his competitor. And above all, if 
any care of fiiture things molest you, remember those 
admirable words of the Psalmist — " Cast thy tare on 
the Lord, and he shall nourish thee" — Psalm Iv. To 
which join that of St Peter — " Cast all your care on 
the Lord, for he careth for you" — 1 Pet. v. 7. What 
an admirable thing is this, that God puts his shoulder to 
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our burthen ; and entertain^ our care for us, that we 
may the more quietly intend his service. To conclude, 
let me commend only one place more to you (Phil. iv. 
4.) St. Paul saith tiiere — " Rejoice in the Lord aU 
ways ; and again I say, rejoice". He doubles it to take 
away the scruple of those that might say — " What, shall 
we rejoice in afflictions ? ** Ye^, I say again rejoice ; 
so that it is not left to us to rejoice, or not rejoice ; but, 
whatsoever befals us we must always, at all times, re- 
joice in the Lord, who taketh care for us : and, it fol- 
lows in the next verses — " Let your moderation ap- 
pear to all men : the Lord is at hand : be careful for 
nothing," What can be said more , comfortably ? 
Trouble not yourselves, God is at hand to deliver us 
from all, or, in all. Dear madam, pardon my boldness, 
and accept the good meaning of 

" Your most obedient son, 

** George Herbert. 
«« Trinity College, May 25, 1622.** 

About the year 1629, and the thirty-fourth year of his 
age, Mr. Herbert was seized with a sharp quotidian 
ague, and thought to remove it by the change of air ; to 
which end, he Went to Woodford in Essex, but thither 
more chiefly, to enjoy the company of his beloved 
brother. Sir Henry Herbert, and other friends then of 
that family. In his house he remained about twelve 
months, and there became his own physician, and cured 
himself of his ague, by forbearing drink, and not eating 
any meat, no, not mutton, nor a hen, or pigeon, unless 
they were salted ; and by such a constant diet, he remov- 
ed his ague, but with inconveniencies that were worse ; 
for he brought upon himself a disposition to rheums, 
and other weaknesses, and a- supposed consumption. 
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And it is to be noted, that in the sharpest of his extreme 
fits, he would often say — " Lord, abate my great afflic- 
tion, or increase my patience ; but, I^ord, I repine not. 
I am dumb. Lord, before thee, because thou doest it." 
By which, and a sanctified submission to the will of 
God, he shewed he was inclinable to bear the i^eet 
yoke of Christian discipline, both then, and in the latter 
part of his life, of which there will be many true 
testimonies. 

And now his care was to recover from his consump- 
tion, by a change from Woodford into such an air as was 
most proper to that end. And his remove was from 
Woodford to Dantsey in Wiltshire, a noble house, which 
stands in a choice air ; the owner of it then was the 
Lord Danvers, Earl of Danby, who loved Mr. Herbert 
so very much, that he allowed him such an apartment 
in it, as might best suit with his accommodation and 
liking. And, in this place, by a spare diet, declining 
all perplexing studies, moderate es^ercise, and a cheer- 
ful conversation, his health was apparendy improved to 
a good degree of strength and cheerfulness ; and then 
h^ declared his resolution both to marry, and io enter 
into the sacred orders of priesthood. These had long 
been the desires of his mother, and his other relations ; 
but she lived not to see either, for she died in the year 
1627. And, though he was disobedient to her about 
Layton Church, yet, in conformity to her will, he kept 
his orator's place till after her death ; and then presently 
declined it ; and the more willingly, that he might be 
succeeded by his friend, Robert Creighton, who now is 
Dr. Creighttm, and the worthy Bishop of Wells. 

I shall now proceed to his marriage; in order to 
which, it will be convenient that I first give the reader 
a short view of his person, and then, an account, of his 
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wife, and some circumstances concerning both. He 
was, for his person, of a stature inclining towards tall- 
ness ; his body was very straight, and so far from bei&g 
cumbered wi^ too much flesh, that he was lean to an. 
extremity. His aspect was cheerful, and his speech 
and motion did both declare him a gentleman ; for they 
were all so meek and obliging, that they purchased love 
and respect from all that knew him. 

These, and his other visible virtues, begot him much 
love from a gentleman of a noble fortune, and a near 
kinsman to his friend, the Earl of Danby ; namely, from 
Mr. Charles Danvers, of Bainton, in the county of 
Wilts, Esq. This Mr. Danvers having known him long, 
and familiarly, did so much affect him, that he often 
and publicly declared a desire that Mr. Herbert would 
marry any of his nine daughters (for he had so many,) 
but rather his daughter Jane than any other, because' 
Jane was his beloved daughter ; and he had often said 
the same to Mr. Herbert himself; and that if he could 
like her for a wife, and she him for a husband, Jane should 
have a double blessing : and Mr. Danvers had so often 
said the like to Jane, and so much commended Mr. 
Herbert to her, that Jane became so much a Platonic, 
as to fall in love with Mr. Herbert unseen. 

This was a fair preparation for a marriage ; but alas, 
her father died before Mr. Herbert's retirement to 
Dantsey; yet some fHends to both parties procured 
their meeting ; at which time a mutual aflfection enter- 
ed into both their hearts, as a conqueror enters into a 
surprised city, and love having got such a possession, 
governed and made there such laws and resolutions, as 
neither party was able to resist; insomuch that she 
changed her name into Herbert, the third day after this 
first interview. 
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This haste might, in others, be tliought a love- 
frenzy, or worse : but it was not ; for they had wooed 
so like princes, as to have select proxies : such as were 
true fHends to both parties ; such as well understood 
Mr. Herbert's, and her temper' of mind, and also, tlieir 
estates, so well, before this interview, that the sudden- 
ness was justifiable, by the strictest rules of prudence ; 
and, the more, because it proved so happy to both 
parties ; for, the Eternal Lover of mankind made them 
happy in each other's mutual and equal affections and 
compliance ; indeed, so happy, that there never was any 
opposition betwixt them, unless it were a contest which 
should most incline to a compliance with the other's 
desires. And though this begot, and continued in them, 
such a mutual love, and joy, and content, as was no way 
defective, yet this mutual content, and love, and joy, did 
receive a daily augmentation, by such daily obliging- 
ness to each other, as still added such new. afHuences to 
the former fulness of these divine souls, as was only im- 
provable in heaven, where they now enjoy it. 

About three months -after his marriage. Dr. Curie, 
who was then Rector of Bemerton in Wiltshire, was 
made Bishop of Bath and Wells, and not long after 
translated to Winchester, and by that means the presen- 
tation of a Clerk to Bemerton did not fall to the Earl of 
Pembroke (who was the undoubted patron of it) but to 
the king, by reason of Dr. Curie's advancement : but 
Philip, then Earl of Pembroke, (for William was lately 
dead,) requested the king to bestow it upon his kinsman, 
George Herbert ; and the king said — " Most willingly 
to Mr. Herbert, if it be worth his acceptance :" and the 
earl as willingly and suddenly sent it him, without 
seeking ; but though Mr. Herbert had formerly put on 
a resolution for the clergy, yet, at receiving this pre- 
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sentation, the apprehension of the last great account 
that he was to make for the cure of so many souls, 
made him fast and pray often, and consider, for not less 
than a month : in which time he had some resolutions 
to decline both the priesthood and that living. And 
in this time of considering, — " He endured (as he would 
often say) such spiritual conflicts, as none can think, 
but only those that have endured them.'* 

In the midst of these conflicts, his old and dear friend, 
Mr. Arthur Woodnot, took a journey to salute him at 
Bainton (where he then was with his wife's friends and 
relations) and was joyful to be an eye witness of his 
health and happy marriage ; and after they had rejoiced 
together some few days, they took a journey to Wilton, 
the famous seat of the Earls of Pembroke ; at which 
time, the king, the earl, and the whole court were 
there, or at Salisbury, which is near to it. And at this 
time Mr. Herbert presented his thanks to the earl, for 
his presentation to Bemerton, but had not yet resolved 
to accept it, and told him the reason why; but that 
night the earl acquainted Dr. Laud, then Bishop of Lon- 
don, and afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, with 
his kinsman's irresolution. And the bishop did the 
next day so convince Mr. Herbert that the refusal of it 
was a sin, that a tailor was sent for to come speedily 
from Salisbury to Wilton, to take measure, and make 
him canonical clothes against next day — ^whitih the tailor 
did ; and Mr. Herbert being so habited, went with his 
presentation to the learned Dr. Davenant, who was then 
Bishop of Salisbury, and he gave him institution im- 
mediately, and he was also the same day, which was 
April 26, 1630, inducted into the good, and more 
pleasant than healthful, parsonage of Bemerton, which 
is a mile from Salisbury. 
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I have now brought him to the parsonage of Bemer- 
ton^ and to the thirty-sixth year of his age, and must 
stop here, and bespeak the reader to prepare for an al- 
most incredible story of the great sanctity of the short 
remainder of his holy life, — a life so full of charity, 
huniiUty, and all Christian virtues, that it deserves the 
eloquence of St. Chrysostom to commend and declare 
it, — a life, that if it were related by a pen like his, 
there would then be no need for tliis age to look back 
into times past for the examples of primitive piety ; for 
they might be all found in the life of George Herbert 
But now^ alas ! who is fit to undertake it ! I confess I 
am not : and, am not pleased with myself that I must ; 
and profess myself amazed, when I consider how few 
of the clergy lived Uke him then, and how many live 
so unlike him now. But it becomes notmeix) censure : 
my design is rather to assure the reader, that I have 
used very great diligence to inform myself, that! might 
inform him of the truth of what follows ; and though I 
cannot adorn it with eloquence, yet I will do it with 
sincerity. 

When at his induction he was shut into Bemerton 
church, being left, there alone to toll the bell, (as the 
law requires him j) he staid so much longer than an ordi- 
nary time, before he returned to those friends that staid 
expecting him at the church door, that his friend Mr. 
Woodnot looked in at the church window, and saw him 
lie prostrate on the ground before the altar ; at which 
time and place, as hc^ after told Mr. Woodnot, he set 
some rules to himself, for the future manage of his 
Ufe ; and then and there made a vow, to labor to keep 
ihem. 

And the same night that he had his induction, he 
said to Mr. Woodnot — " I now look back upon my aspir- 
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ing thoughts, and think myself more happy than if I had 
attained what then I so ambitiously thirsted for ; and I 
can now behold the court with an impartial eye, and see 
plainly, that it is made up of fraud, and titles, and flat- 
tery, and many other such empty, imaginary painted 
pleasures, — pleasures that are so empty as not to sat- 
isfy wh6n they are enjoyed ; but in God and his ser- 
vice is a fulness of ail joy and pleasure, and no satiety. 
And I will now use all my endeavors to bring my re- ' 
lations and dependants to a love and reliance on him, 
who never fails those that triist him. But above all, I 
will be sure to live well, because the virtuous life of a 
clergyman is the most powel-ful eloquence to persuade 
all that see it, to reverence and love, and at least to de- 
j sire to live like him. And this I will do, because I 
^ know we live in an age that hath more need of good 
examples, than precepts. And I beseech that God who 
hath honored me so much as to call me to serve him at 
his altar, that, as by his special grace he hath put into 
my heart these good desires and resolutions, 90 he will 
by hb assisting grace give me ghostly strength to bring 
the same to good effect ; and I beseech him that my 
humble and charitable life may so win upon others, as 
to bring glory to my Jesus, whom I have this day 
taken to be my Master and Governor ; and am so proud 
of his service, that I will always observe, and obey, and 
do his will, and always call him Jesus my Master : and 
I will always contemn my birth, or any title or dignity 
that can be confen*ed upon me, when I shall compare 
them with my title of being a priest, and serving at the 
altar of Jesus my Master. 

And that he did so, may appear in many parts of his 
book of sacred poems; especially, in that which he 
calls T%c Odour ; in which he seems to rejoice in the 
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thoughts of that word, Jesus, and say that the adding 
these words, my Mister, to it, and the often repetition of 
them, seemed to perfume his mind, and leave an oriental 
fragrancy in his very breath. And for his unforced 
choice to serve at God's altar, he seems in another 
place of his poems, {The Pearly Matt, xiii.) to rejoice 
and say-^"He knew the ways of learning; knew 
what nature does willingly, and what, when it is forced 
by fire ; knew the ways of honor, and when glory in- 
clines the soul to noble expressions ; knew the court ; 
knew the ways of pleasure, of love, of wit, of music ; and 
upon what terms he declined all these for the service of 
his Master, Jesus ;'* and then concludes, saying, 

That, through th^se labyrinths, not my groveling wit, 
Bui thy silk twist, let down from heaven to me, 
Did both conduct, and teach me, how by it 

To climb to thee. 

The third day after he was made Rector of Bemerton, 
and had changed his sword and silk clothes into a canoni- 
cal coat, he returned so habited with his friend Mr. 
Woodnot to Sainton : and immediately after he had seen 
and saluted his wife, he said to her — " You are now a 
minister's wife, and must now so far forget your father's 
house, as not to claim a precedence of any of your 
parishioners ; for you are to know, that a priest's wife 
can challenge no precedence or place, but that which 
she purchases by her obliging humility ; and I am sure, 
places Bo'purchased, do best become them. And let me 
tell you, that I am so good a herald, as- to assure you 
that this is. truth." And she was so meek a wife, as to 
assure him it was no vexing news to her, and that he 
should see her observe it with a cheerful willingness. 
And -indeed her unforced humility — that humility that 
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waff in her so original as to be bom with her, made her 
so happy as to do so ; and her doing so, begot her an- un- 
feigned love, and a serviceable respect from all that con- 
versed with her ; and this love followed her in all places, 
as inseparably as shadows follow substances in sunshine. 
It was not many days before he returned back to 
Bemerton, to view the church,, and repair the chancel ; 
and, indeed, to rebuild almost three parts of his house, 
which was fallen down or decayed, by reason of his 
predecessor's living at a better parsonage house, name- 
ly, at Minal, sixteen or twenty miles from this place. 
At which time of Mr. Herbert's coming alone to Be- 
merton^ there came to hhn a poor old woman, with an in- 
tent to acquaint him with her necessitous condition, as 
also with some troubles of her mind ; but after she had 
spoke some lew words to hiin, she was surprised with a 
fear, and that begot a shortness of breath, so that her spirits 
and speech failed her; which he perceiving, did so 
compassionate her, and was so humble, that he took her 
by the hand, and said — " Speak, good mother^ be not 
afraid to speak to me ; for I am a man that will he;^ 
you with patience; and will relieve your necessities 
too, if I be able ; and this I will do willingly ; and there- 
fore, mother, be not afraid to acquaint me with what 
you desire." After which comfortable speech, he again 
took her by the hand, made her sit down by him, and 
understanding she was of his parish, he told her — ^" He 
would be acquainted with her, and take her into his 
care." And having with patieofce heard and under- 
stood her wants, (and it is some relief for a poor body to 
'be but heard with patience,) he like a Christian clergy- 
man comforted her by his meek behaviour and counsel ; 
but because that cost him nothing, he relieved her with 
money- too, and so sent her home with a cheerful heart. 
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praising God, and praying for him. Thus worthy, and like 
David's blessed man, thus lowly ,was Mr.George Herbert 
in his own eyes, and thus lovely in the eyes of others. 

At his return that night to his wife at Baintoo, he gave 
her an account of the passages betwixt him and the 
poor woman : with which she was so affected, that she 
went next day to Salisbury, and there bought a pair of 
blankets, and sent them as a token of her love tD the 
poor woman, and with them a message — "That she 
would see and be acquainted with her, when her house 
was built at Bemerton." 

There be many such passages both of him and his 
wife, of which, some few will be related ; but I shall 
first tell, that he hasted to get the parish church re- 
paired, then to beautify the chapel, (which stands 
near his house,) and that at his own great charge. He 
then proceeded to rebuild the greatest part of the par- 
sonage house, which he did also very completely, and 
at his own charge ; and having done this good work, he 
caused these verses to be writ upon, or engraven in the 
mantle i)f the chimney in his hall : — 

TO MT SUCCESSOR. 

If thou chance for to find 

A new house to thy mind. 
And built without thy cost, 

Be good to the poor, 

As God gives thee store, 
And then my labor's not lost. 

We will now, by the reader's favor, suppose liim fixed 
at Bemerton, and grant him to have seen the church re- 
paired, and the chapel belonging to it very decently 
adorned at his own great charge, (which is a real truth ;) 
and having now fixed him there, I shall proceed to 
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give an account of the rest of his behaviour, both to his 
parishioners and those many others that knew and con- 
versed with him. 

Doubtless Mr. Herbert had considered and given 
rules to himself for his Christian carriage, both to God 
and man, before he entered into holy orders. And it is 
not unlike, but that he renewed those resolutions at his 
prostration before the holy altar, at his induction into 
the church of Bemerton : but as yet he was but a dea- 
con, and therefore longed for the next ember week, 
that he might be ordained priest, and made capable of 
administeiing both the sacraments. At which time, the 
Rev. Dr. Humphrey Henchman, now Lord Bishop of 
London, (who does not mention him but with some ven- 
eration for his life and excellent learning,) tells me — 
" He laid his hand on Mr. Herbert's head, and alas ! 
within less than three years, lent his shoulder to 
carry his dear friend to his grave." > 

And that Mr. Herbert might the better preserve 
those holy rules which such a priest as he intended to 
be ought to observe, and that time might not insensi- 
bly blot them out of his memory, but that the next year 
might shew him his variations from this year's resolu- 
tions, he therefore did set down his rules, then re- 
solved upon, in that order as the world- now sees them 
printed in ^ little book, called, The Country Parson; 
in which some of his rules are : — 

The Parson's knowledge j The Parson arguing ; 

The Parson on Sundays 5 The Parson condescending 5 

The Parson praying 5 The Parson in his journey 5 

The Parson preaching ; The Parson in his mirth 5 

The Parson's charity 5 The Parson with his Church- 
The Parson comforting the wardens ; 

sick ; The Parson blessing his people. 
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And his behaviour toward God and man may be said to 
be a practical comment on these, and the ether holy 
rules set down in that useful book. 

At the death of Mr. Herbert, this book fdil into the 
hands of his friend Mr. Woodnot ; and he commended 
it into the trusty hands of Mr. Barnabas Oly, who pub- 
lished it with a most conscientious and excellent pre- 
face ; fmm which I have had some of those truths, that 
are related in this Life of Mr. Herbert. The text for 
his first sermon was taken out of Solomon's Proverbs, 
and the words were, " Keep thy heart with aU dili- 
gence" In which first sermon he gave his parishibn- 
ers many necessary, holy, safe rules for the discharge of 
a good conscience, both to God. and man ; and delivered 
his sermon after a most florid manner* both with great 
learning and eloquence : but, at the -clo^e of this ser- 
mon, told them — " That should not be his constant way 
of preaching ; fi>r since Almighty God doies not intend 
to lead men to heaven by hard questions, he would not 
therefore fill their heads with unnecessary notions ; but 
that, for their sakes, his language and his expressions 
should be more plain and practical in his future ser- 
mons;" And he thien made it his humble request— 
*' That they would be -constant td the afternoon's ser- 
vice, and catechiAng ;" and shewed them convincing 
reasons why he desired it ; and his obliging example 
and persusisions brought them to a willing conformity 
to his desires. 

The texts for all his future sermons (which, indeed, 
were not many) were constantly taken out of the 
gospel for the day; and he did as constantly declare 
why the church did appoint that portion of Scripture to 
be that day read ; and in what manner the collect for 
every Sunday does refer to the gospel, or to the epistle 
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then read to them ; and, that they might pray with un- 
derstanding, he did usually take occasion to explain, not 
only the collect for every particular Sunday, hut the 
reasons of all the collects, responses, and other parts of 
our church service : and made it appear to them, that 
the whole service of the church was a reasonable, and 
therefore an acceptable sacrifice to God. 

By this account of his diligence to make his parish- 
ioners understand what they prayed, and why they 
praised and adored their Creator, I hope I shall the more 
easily obtain the reader's belief to the following account 
of Mr. Herbert's own practice ; which was, to appear 
constantly with his wife and three nieces (the daughters 
of a deceased sister) and his whole family, twice every 
day at the church prayers, in the chapel, which does 
almost join to his parsonage house. And for the time of 
his appearing, it was strictly at the canonical hours of 
ten and four ; and then and there he lifted up pure and 
charitable hands to God in the midst of the congrega- 
tion. And he would joy to have spent that time in that 
place, where the honor of his Master Jesus dwelleth ; 
and there, by that inward devotion which he testified 
constantly by an humble behaviour, and visible adora- 
tion, he, like Joshuaj brought not only his oum house- 
hold thus to serve the Lord, but brought most of his 
parishioners, and many gentlemen in the neighborhood, 
constantly to make a part of his congregation twice a 
day ; and some of the meaner sort of his parish did so 
love and reverence Mr. Herbert, that they would let 
their plough rest when Mr. Herbert's sainf s bell rung 
to prayers, that they might also offer their devotions to 
God with him ; and would then return back to their 
plough. And his most holy life was such, that it begot 
such reverence to God, and to him, that they thought 
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themselves the happier, when they carried Mr. Her- 
bert's blessing back with them to their labor. Thus 
powerful was his reason and example to persuade others 
to a practical piety and devotion. 

And his constant public prayers did never make him 
to neglect his own private devotions, nor those prayers 
that he thought himself bound to perform with his 
family, which always were a set form, and not long ; 
and he did always conclude them with that collect 
which the church hath appointed for the day or week. 
Thus he made every day's sanctity a step towards that 
kingdom where impurity cannot enter. 

His chiefest recreation was music, in which heavenly 
art he was a most excellent master, and did himself 
compose many divine hymns and anthems, which he 
set and sung to his lute or viol ; and though he was a 
lover of retiredness, yet his love to music was such, 
that he went usually twice every week, on certain ap- 
pointed days, to the cathedral church in Salisbury ; and 
at his return would say — ^**That his time spent in 
prayer, and cathedral music, elevated his soul, and was 
his heaven upon earth." But before his return thence 
to Bemerton, he would usually sing and play his part at 
an appointed private music meeting ; and, to justify this j^ 
practice, he would often say — " Religion does not y 
banish mirth, but only moderates and sets rules to it." ' 

And as his desire to enjoy his heaven upon earth 
drew him twice every week ' to Salisbury, so his walks 
thither were the occasion of many happy accidents to 
others ; ef which I will mention some few. 

In one of his walks to Salisbury, he overtook a gen- 
tleman, that it still living in that city ; and in their walk 
together, Mr. Herbert took a fair occasion to talk with 
him, and humbly begged to be excused, if he asked 
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him some account of his faith ; and said — " I do this the 
rather, because though you are not of my parish, yet I 
receive tithe from you by the hand of your tenant ; and, 
sir, I am the bolder to do it, because I know there be 
some sermon hearers that be like those fishes that always 
live in salt water, and yet are always fresh." 

After which expression, Mr. Herbert asked him some 
needful questions, and having received his answer, 
gave him such rules for the trial of his sincerity, and 
for a practical piety, and in so loving and meek a man> 
ner, that the gentleman did so fall in love with him, and 
his discourse, that he would often contrive to meet him 
in his walk to Salisbury, or to attend him back to Bemer- 
ton ; and still mentions the name of Mr. Creorge Her- 
bert with veneration, -and still praiseth God for the 
occasion of knowing him. 

In another of his Salisbury walks, he met with a 
neighbor minister; and after some friendly discourse 
betwixt them, and some condolement fer the decay of 
piety, and too general contempt of the -clergy, Mr. 
Herbert took occasion to say : — 

" One cure for these distempers would be, for the 
clergy themselves to keep the ember weeks strictly, 
and beg of their parishioners to join with them in fast- 
ing and prayers for a more religious clergy. 

" And another cure would be, for themselves to re- 
store the great and neglected duty of catechising, on 
which the salvation of so many of the people and igno- 
rant lay-people does depend : but principally, that the 
clergy themselves would be sure to live unbiamably ; 
and that tiie dignified clergy especially, which preach 
temperance, would avoid surfeiting, and take all occa- 
sions to express a visible humility and charity in their 
lives ; for this would force a love and an imitation, and 
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an unfeigned reverence from all that knew them to be 
such." (And for proof of this, we need no other testi- 
mony than the life and death of Dr. Lake, late Lord 
Bishop of Bath and Wells.) « This, (said Mr. Herbert,) 
would be a cure for the wickedness and growing athe- 
ism of our age. And, my dear brother, till this be done 
by us, and done in earnest, let no man expect a reforma- 
tion of the manners of the laity ; for it is not learning, 
but this, this only, that mi^st do it ; and till tlien the fault 
must lie at our doors." 

In another walk to Salisbury, he saw a poor man with 
a poorer horse, that was fallen under his load. They 
were both in distress, and needed present help ; which 
Mr. Herbert perceiving, put off his canonical coat, and 
helped the poor man to unload, and after, to load his 
horse. The poor man blessed him for it, and he blessed 
the poor man ; and was so like the good Samaiitan, that 
he gave him money to refresh both himself and his 
horse ; and told him — " That if he loved himself, he 
should be merciful to his beast." Thus he left the poor 
man : and at his ctmiing to his musical friends at Salis- 
bury, they began to wonder that Mr. George Herbert, 
which used to be so trim and clean, came into that com- 
pany so soiled and discomposed ; but he told th^m the 
occasion: and when one of the company told liim — 
" He had disparaged himself by so dirty an employ- 
ment ;" his answer was — ^^ That the thought of what 
he had done, would prove music to him at midnight ; 
and that the omission of it, would have upbraided and 
made discord in his conscience, whensoever he should 
pass by that place ; for if I be bound to pray for all that 
be in distress, I am sure that I am bound so far as it h in 
my power to practise what I pray for. And though I do 
not wish for the like occasion every day, yet let me tell 
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you, I would not willingly pass one day of my life with- 
out comforting a sad soul, or shewing mercy ; and I 
praise God for this occasion. And now let us tune our 
instruments." 

Thus, as our blessed Saviour after his resurrection 
did take occasion to interpret the Scripture tD Cleopas, 
and that other disciple which he met with and accom- 
.panied in their journey to Emmaus, so Mr. Herbert, in 
his path toward heaven, did daily take any fair occasion 
to instruct the ignorant, or comfort any that were in 
affliction ; and did always confirm his precepts by shewing 
humility and mercy, and ministering grace to the hearers. 

And he was most happy in his wife's unforced com- 
pliance with his acts of charity, whom he made his al- 
moner, and paid constantly into her hand a tenth penny 
of what money he received for tithe, and gave her power 
to dispose that to the poor of his parish, and with it a 
power to dispose a tenth part of the com that came 
yearly into his bam ; which trust she did most faithfully 
perform, and would often offer to him an account of her 
stewardship, and as often beg an enlargement of his 
bounty ; for she rejoiced in the employment : and this 
was usually laid out by her in blankets and shoes for some 
such poor people as she knew to stand in most need of 
them. This as to her charity. And for his own, he set 
no limits to it ; nor did ever tum his face from any that 
he saw in want, but would relieve them ; especially his 
poor neighbors; to the meanest of whose houses he 
would go, and inform himself of their wants, and relieve 
them cheerfully, if they were in distress ; and would 
always praise God as much for. being willing, as for 
being able to do it And when he was advised by a 
friend to be more frugal, because he might have chilf 
dren, his answer was — " He would not see the danger 
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of want so far off; but being the Scriptures do so com- 
mend charity, as to tell us that charity is the top of 
Christian virtues, the covering of sins, the fultilling of 
the law, the life of faith ; and that charity hath a promise 
of the blessings of this life, and of a reward in that life 
which is to come ; — ^being these and more excellent 
things are in Scripture spoken of thee, O Charity, and 
that, being all my tithes and church dues are a deodate 
from thee, my God, make me, my God, so far to 
trust thy promise, as to return them back to thee ; and 
by thy grace I will do so, in distributing them to any 
of thy poor members that are in distress, or do but bear 
the image of Jesus my Master. Sir," said he to his 
friend, " my wife hath a competent maintenance secured 
her after my death ; and therefore, as this is my prayer, 
so this my resoliitibn shall, by God's grace/ be unalter- 
able." 

This may be some account of the excellencies of the 
active part pf his life; and thus he continued, till a 
cotifiumption so weakened him, as to confine him to his 
house, or to the chapel, which does almost join to it ; in 
which he continued to read prayers constantly twice 
every day, though he were very weak : in one of which 
times of his reading, his wife observed him to read in 
pain, and told him so, and that it wasted his spirits, and 
weakened him ; and he confessed it did, but said, " his 
life could not be better spent than in the service of his 
Master Jesus, who had done and suffered so much for 
him. But," said he, " I will not be wilful ; for though 
my spirit be willing, yet I find my flesh is weak ; and 
therefore Mr. Bostock shall be appointed to read prayers 
for me to-morrow ; and I will now be only a hearer of 
them, till this morta} shall put on immortality." And 
Mr. Bostock did the next day undertake and continue 
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this happy employment till Mr. Herbert's death. This 
Mr. Bostock was a learned and virtuous mani an old 
friend of Mr. Herbert's, and then his curate to the 
church of Fulston, which is a mile from Bemerton, to 
which church Bemerton is but a chapel of ease. And 
this Mr. Bostock did also constantly supply the church 
service for Mr. Herbert in that chapel, when the music 
meeting at Salisbury caused his absence from it. 

About one month before his death, his friend Mr. 
Farrcr hearing of Mr. Herbert's sickness, sent Mr. Ed- 
mund Duncon, (who is now rector of Friar Barnet, in 
the county of Middlesex,) from his house of Gidden 
Hall, which is near to Huntingdon, to see Mr. Herbert, 
and to assure him he wanted not his daily prayers for 
his recovery ; and Mr. Duncon was to return back to 
Gidden with an account of Mr. Herbert's condition. 
Mr. Duncon found him weak, and at that time lying on 
his bed, or on a pallet : but at his seeing Mr. Duncon, 
he raised himself vigorously, saluted him, and with some 
earnestness inquired the health of his brother Farrer ; 
of which Mr. Duncon satisfied him. And after some 
discourse of Mr. Farrer's holy life, and the manner of 
his constant serving God, he said to Mr. Duncon — " Sir, 
I see by your habit that you are a priest, and I desire 
you to pray with me." Which being granted, Mr. 
Duncon asked him — " What prayers ?" To which M;*. 
Herbert's answer was — " 0, sir, the prayers of my 
mother, the church of England : no other prayers are 
equal to them. But at this time I beg of you to pray 
only the litany, for I am weak and faint :'* and Mr. 
Duncon did so. After which, and some other discourse 
of Mr. Farrer, Mrs. Herbert provided Mr. Duncon a 
plain supper and a clean lodging, jmd he betook himself 
to rest. This Mr. Duncon tells me ; and tells me 
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that at his first view of Mr. Herbert, he saw majesty 
and humility so reconciled in his looks and behaviour^ 
as begot in him an awful reverence for his person ; and 
^ys— " His discourse was so pious, and his motion so 
genteel and meek, that after almost &rty years, yet they 
remain still fresh in his memory." 

The next morning Mr. Duncon left him, and betook 
himself to a journey to Bath, but with a promise to 
return back to him within five days. 

This promise Mr. Duncon faithfully kept ; and on his 
return from Bath on the fifth day, found Mr. Herbert 
much weaker than he left him ; and therefore their 
discourse could not be long. But at Mr. Duncon's 
parting with him, Mr. Herbert spoke to this purpose — 
" Sir, I pray ^ve my brother Farrer an account of the 
decaying condition of my body, and tell him I beg him 
to continue his daily prayers for me : and let him know, 
that I have considered, that Crod only is what he would 
be ; and that I am, by his grace, become now so like 
him, as to be pleased Tvith what pleaseth him : and tell 
him, that I do not repine, but am pleased with my want 
of health : and tell him, my heart is fixed on that place 
where true joy is only to be found ; and that I long to 
be there, and do wait for my appointed change with 
hope and patience." Having said this, he did, with so 
swee^ an humility as seemed to exalt Mm, bow down to 
Mr. Duncon, and, with a thoughtful and contented look, 
say to him — ^** Sir, I pray deliver this little book to my 
dear brother Farrer, and tell him, he shall find in it a 
picture of the many spiritual conflicts that have passed 
^ betwixt God and my soul, before 1 could subject mine 
to the will of Jesus my Master; in whose service I 
have now found perfect freedom. Desire him to read 
it ; and then, if he can think it may turn to the advan- 



54 THE LIFE OF 

tage of any dejected poor soul, let it be made public ; if 
not, let him bum it ; for I and it are less than the least 
of God's mercies." Thus meanly did this humble man 
think of this excellent book, which now bears the name 
of Tlie Temple ; or. Sacred Poems and Private Ejac- 
ulaiions ; of which Mr. Farrer would say — " There 
was in it the picture of a divine soul in every page ; and 
that the whole book was such a harmony of holy pas- 
sions as would enrich the world with pleasure and 
piety." And it appears to have done so ; for there have 
been more than twenty thousand of them sold since the 
first impression. 

And this ought to be noted, that when Mr. Farrer 
sent this book to Cambridge to be licensed for the press, 
the vice-chancellor would by no means allow the two 
so much noted verses. 

Religion stands a tiptoe in our land, 
Ready to pass to the American strand, 

to be printed ; and Mr.Fawer would by no means allow 
the book to be printed and want them. But after some 
time, and some arguments for and against their being 
made public, the vice-chancellor said — " I knew Mr. 
Herbert well, and know that he had many heavenly 
speculations, and was a divine poet; but I hope the 
world will not take him to be an inspired prophet, and 
therefore I license the whole book." So that it came to 
be printed without the diminution or addition of a sylla- 
ble, since it was delivered into the hands of Mr. Dun- 
con, save only that Mr. Farrer hath added that excellent 
preface that is printed before it. 

At the time of Mr.Duncon's leaving Mr. Herbert, 
which was about three weeks before his death, his old 
and dear friend Mr. Woodnot came from London to 
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Bemerton, and never left him till he had seen him draw 
his last brealjh, and closed his eyes on his death-bed. In 
this time of his decay, he was oflen visited and prayed 
for by all the clergy that lived near to him, especially 
by his friends the bishop and prebends of the cathedral 
church in Salisbury ; but by none more devoutly than 
his wife, his three nieces, (then a part of his family,) 
and Mr. Woodnot, who were the sad witnesses of his 
daily decay ; to whom he would often, speak to this 
purpose :— r" I now look back upon the pleasures of my 
life past, and see the content I have taken in beauty, in 
wit, in music, and pleasant conversation, are now all 
past by me like a dream, or as a shadow that returns not, 
and are now all become dead to me, or I to them ; and 
I see, that as my father and generation have done before 
me, so I also shall now suddenly (with Job) make my 
bed also in the dark; and I praise God I am prepared 
for it ; and I praise him that I am not to learn patience 
now I stand in such need of it ; and that I have prac- 
tised mortification, and endeavored to die daily, that I 
might not die eternally ; and my hope is, that I shall 
shortly leave this valley of tears, and be free from all 
fevers and pain ; and, which will be a more happy con- 
dition, I shall be free from sin, and all the temptations 
and anxieties that attend it : and this being past, I shall 
dwell in the New Jerusalem — dwell there with men 
made perfect — dwell where these eyes shall see my 
Master and Saviour Jesus ; and with him see my dear 
mother, and all my relations and friends. But I must 
die, or not come to that happy place. And this is my 
content, that I am going daijy towards it ; and that every 
day which I have lived hath taken a part of my ap- 
pointed time from me ; and that I shall live the less time 
for having lived this and the day past." 
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These, and the like expressions, which he uttered 
often, may be said to be his enjoyment of heaven befdre 
he enjoyed it The Sunday before his death, he rose 
suddenly from his bed or couch, called for one of his 
instruoyients, took it into his hand, and said — 

My God, my God, 
My music shall find thee, 

And every string 
Shall have his attribute to sing. 

And having tuned it, he played and sung — 

The Sundays of man's life, 
Threaded together on time's string, 
Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
Of the eternal, glorious King. 
On Sundays heaven's door stands opej 
Blessings are plentiful and rife-— 

More plentiful than hope. 

Thus he sung on earth such hymns and anthems as the 
angels, and he, and Mr. Farrer now sing in heaven. 

Thus he continued meditating, and praying, and re- 
joicing till the day of his death ; and on that day said to 
Mr. Woodnot — " My dear friend, I am sorry I have noth- 
ing to present to my merciful God but sin and misery ; 
but the first is pardoned, and a few hours will now put 
a period to the latter ; for I shall suddenly go hence and 
be no more seen." Upon which expression Mr. Wood- 
not took occasion to remember him of the re-edifying 
Layton church, and his many acts of mercy. To which 
he made answer, saying — ^**They be good works, if 
they be sprinkled with the blood of Christ ; and not 
otherwise." After this discourse he became more rest- 
less, and his soul seemed to be weary of her earthly 
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taberx^acle ; and this uneasiness became so visible, that 
his wife, his three meces, and Mr. Woodnot, stood con- 
stantly about his bed, beholding him with sorrow, and 
an unwillingness b lose the sight of him whom they 
could not hc^e to see much longer. As they stood thus 
beholding him, his wife observed him to breathe faintly, 
and with much trouble, and observed him to fall into a 
sudden agony ; which so surprised her, that she fell into 
a sudden passion, and required of him to know how he 
did. To which his answer was — ^* That he had past a 
conflict with his last enemy, and 1^ overcome him by 
the merits of his Master Jesus." After which answer, 
he looked up and saw his wife and nieces weeping to an 
extremity, and charged them, " if they loved him, to 
withdraw into the next room, and there pray every one 
alone for him ; for nothing but their lamentations could 
make his death uncomfortable." To which request 
their ^ghs and tears would not suffer them to make any 
reply; but they yielded him a sad obedience, leaving 
only with him Mr. Woodnot and Mr. Bostock. Imme- 
diately after they had left him, he said to Mr. Bostock — 
" Pray, sir, open that door, then look into that cabinet, 
in which you may easily find my last will, and give it 
into my hand." Which being done, Mr. Herbert de- 
livered it into the hand of Mr. Woodnot, and said — ^** My 
old friend, I here deliver you my last will, in which you 
will find that I have made you my sole executor fi)r the 
good of my wife and nieces ; and I deare you to shew 
kindness to them, as they shall need it : I do not desire 
you to be just, for I know you will be so for ^our own 
sake ; but I charge you, by the religion of our friend- 
ship, to be careful of them." And having obtained 
Mr. Woodnofs promise to be so, he said — ^* I am now 
ready to die." After which words he said — ** Lord, 
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forsake me not now my strength faileth me ; but grant 
me mercy for the merits of my Jesus. And now. Lord — 
Lord, now receive my soul." And with these wordi^ 
he breathed forth his divine soul, without any apparent 
disturbance, Mr. Woodnot and Mr. Bostock attending 
his last breath, and closing his eyes. 

Thus he lived, and thus he died, like a saint, unspotted 
of the world, full of alms-deeds, full of humility, and all 
the examples of a virtuous life ; which I cannot con- 
clude better, than with this borrowed observation : — 

—All must to their cold graves: 

But the religious actions of the just 

Smell sweet in death, and blossom in the dust. 

Mr. George Herbert's have done ^ to this, and will 
doubtless do so to succeeding generations. 

I have but this to say more oi him : — ^that if Andrew 
Melvin died before him, then Ge<»>ge Herbert died 
without an enemy. I wish, (if God shall be so pleased,) 
that I may be so happy as to die like him. 

IZAAC WAliTOX. 



There is a debt justly due to the memory of Mr. 
Herbert's virtuous v^ife ; a part of which I will endeavor 
to pay, by a very short account of the remainder of her 
life, which shall follow. 

She ctmtinued his disconsolate widow about six years, 
bemoaning herself, and complaining that she had lost 
the delight of her eyes ; but more that she had lost the 
spiritual guide for her poor soul; and would often say — 
« that I had, like holy Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
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treasured up all his sayings in my heart ! But since I 
have not been able to do that, I will labor to live like 
him, that where he now is, I may be also." And she 
would often say, (as the prophet David for his son Ab- 
salom) — " O that I had died for him !" Thus she con- 
tinued mourning, till~ time and conversation had so 
moderated her sorrows, that she became the happy wife 
of Sir Robert Cook, of Highnam, in the county of Glou- 
cester, knight. And though he put a high value on 
the excellent accomplishments of her mind and body, 
and was so like Mr. Herbert, as not to govern like a 
master, but as an affectionate husband ; yet she would 
even to him often take occasion to mention the name of 
Mr. Geoi^e Herbert, and say, — ** That name must live 
in her memory till she put off mortality." 

By Sir Robert she had only one child, a daughter, 
whose parts and plentiful estate make her happy in this 
world, and her well using of them gives a fair testimony 
that she will be so in that which is to come. 

Mrs. Herbert was the wife of Sir Robert eight years, 
and lived his widow about fifteen ; all which time she 
took a pleasure in mentioning and commending the 
excellencies of Mr. George Herbert. She died in the 
year 1663, and lies buried at Highnam ; Mr. Herbert 
in his own church, under the altar, and covered with a 
grave-stone without any inscription. 

This Lady Cook had preserved many of Mr. Herbert* 6 

private writings, which she intended to make public ; 

but they and Highnam House were buvnt together by 

the late rebels, and so lost to posterity. 

I. W. 



^r» 



60 THE LIFE OF 



THE FOLLOWING LETTERS AAE SELECTED FROM 
A FEW MORE FURNISHED BY IZAAC WALTOIT, 
AT THE CLOSE OF HIS LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



Mr. George Herbert to JV. F, the translator of 

Valdesso, 

My dear and deserving brother — 

Your Valdesso I now return, with many thanks, 
and some notes, in which perhaps you will discover 
some care, which I forbear not in the midst of my griefs, 
first, for your sake, because I would do nothing negli- 
gently that you commit unto me; secondly, for the 
author's sake, whom I conceive to have been a true 
servant of God, — and to such, and all that is theirs, I 
owe diligence ; thirdly, for the church's sake, to whom, 
by printing it, I would have you consecrate it. You 
owe the church a debt, and God hath put this into your 
hands (as he sent the fish with money to St Peter) to 
discharge it ; happily also with this (as his thoughts are 
fruitful) intending the honor of his servant the author, 
who being obscured in his own country, he would have 
to flourish in this land of light and region of the gospel^ 
among his chosen. It is true, there are some things 
which I like not in him, as my fi*agments will express, 
when you read them ; nevertheless, I wish 3rou by all 
means to publish it, for these three eminent things ob- 
servable therein : — First, that God in the midst of popery 
should open the eyes of one to understand and express 
so clearly and excellently, the intent of the gospel in 
the acceptation of Christ's righteousness, (as he sheweth 
through ^11 his considerations;) a thing strangely buried 
and darkened by the adversaries, and their great stum- 
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bling-block. Secondly, the great honor and reverence 
which he every where bears towards our dear Master 
and Lord ; 'concluding every considei*ation almost with 
his holy name, and setting his merit forth so piously ; 
for which I do so love him, that, were there nothing 
else, I would print it, that with it the honor of my Lord 
might be published. Thirdly, the many pious rules of 
ordering our life about mortification, and observation of 
God's kingdom within us, and the working thereof; 
of which he was a very diligent observer. These three 
things are very eminent in the author, and overweigh the 
defects, as I conceive, towards the publishing thereof. 

From his parsonage of Bemerton, 
near Salisbury , Sept. 29, 1632. 



For my dear sick Sister. 

Most dear sister- 
Think not my silence forgetfulness ; or that my 
love is as dumb as my papers : though businesses may 
stop my hand, yet my heart, a much better member, is 
always with you ; and, which is more with our good 
and gracious God, incessantly begging some ease of your 
pains, with that earnestness that becomes your griefs, 
and my love. God, who knows and sees this. writing, 
knows also that my soliciting him has been much, and 
my tears many for you : judge me then by those waters, 
and not by my ink, and then you shall justly value 

Your most truly, most heartily 
affectionate brother, 
and servant, 

George Herbert. 
Trin. CoU., Dec. 6, 1620. 



G2 ^ THE LIFE OF 

To Sir /. D. 

I dare no longer be silent, lest, while I think I am 
modest, I wrong both myself and also the confidence 
my friends have in me : wherefore I will open my case 
unto you, which I. think deserves the reading at the 
least ; and it is this : — I want books extremely. You 
know, sir, how I am now setting foot into divinity, to 
lay the platform of my future life ; and shall I then be 
fain always to borrow books, and build on another's 
foundation ? What tradesman is there who will set up 
without his tools ? Pardon my boldness, sir ; it is a most 
serious case ; nor can I write coldly in that wherein 
consisteth the making good of my former education, of 
obeying that Spirit which hath guided me hitherto, and 
of achieving my (I dare say) holy ends. This also is 
aggravated, in that I apprehend what my friends would 
have been forward to say, if I had taken ill courses — 
" Follow your book, and you shall want nothing." You 
know, sir, it is their ordinary speech ; and now let them 
make it good ; for since I hope I have not deceived their 
expectation, let them not deceive mine. But perhaps 
they will say — ^*< You are sickly ; you must not study 
too hard." It is true (God knows) I am weak ; yet not 
so but that every day I may step one step towards my 
journey's end : and I love my friends so well, as that, 
if all things proved not well, I had rather the fault 
should lie on me than on them. But they will object 
again — " What becomes of your annuity ?" Sir, if there 
be any truth in me, I find it little enough to keep me in 
health. You know I was sick last vacation, neither am 
I yet recovered ; so that I am fain ever and anon to buy 
somewhat tending towards my health; for infirmities 
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are both painful and costly. Now this Lent I am forbid 
utterly to eat any fish, so that I am fain to diet in my 
chamber at mine own cost ; for in our public halls, you 
know, b nothing but fish and white meats. Out of Lent 
also, twice a week, on Fridays and Saturdays, I must 
do so, which yet sometimes I fast. Sometimes also I 
ride to Newmarket, and there lie a day or two for fresh 
air : ail which tend to avoiding of costly matters if I 
should fall absolutely sick. I protest and vow, I even 
study thrift, and yet I am scarce able with much ado to 
make one half year's allowance shake hands with the 
other. And yet if a book of four or five shillings come 
in my way, I buy it, though I fast for it ; yea, some- 
times of ten shillings. But alas, sir, what is that to those 
infinite volumes of divinity, which yet every day swell 
and grow bigger ? 

Noble sir, pardon my boldness, and consider but these 
three things i — First, the bulk of divinity; secondly, 
the time when I desire this, which is now, when I must 
lay the foundation of my whole life ; thirdly, what I 
desire, and to what end,-T-not vain pleasures, nor to a 
vain end. If then, sir, there be any course, eithw by 
engaging my future annuity, or any other way, I desire 
you, sir, to be my mediator to them in my behalf. 

Now I write to you, sir, because to you I have ever 
opened my heart; and have reason, by the patents of 
your perpetual favor, to do so still, for I am sure you 
love 

Your faithfullest servant, 

George Herbert. 

Trin, CoU., March 18, 1617. 



64 THE LIFE OF 

Sir— 

This week hath loaded me with your favors. I 

wish I could have come in person to thank you ; but it 
is not possible. Presently after Michaelmas I am to 
make an oration to the whole university of an hour long 
in Latin ; and my Lincoln journey hath set me much 
behind-hand : neither can I so much as go to Bugden 
and deliver your letter ; yet have I sent it thither by a 
faithful messenger this day. I beseech you all, you and 
my dear mother and sister, to pardon me, for my Gam- 
bridge necessities are stronger to tie me here, than yours 
to London. If I could possibly have come, none should 
have done my message to Sir Francis Nethersole for 
me. He and I are ancient acquaintance ; and I have 
a strong opinion of him, that if he can do me a courtesy, 
he will of himself; yet your appearing in it afifects me 
strangely. I have sent you here enclosed a letter from 
our master in my behalf, which if you can send to Sir 
Francis before his departure, it will do well, for it ex- 
presseth the university's inclination to me. Yet if you 
cannot send it with much conyenience, it is np matter, 
for the gentleman needs no incitation to love me. 

The orator's place, (that you may understand what it 
is,) is the finest place in the university, though not the 
gainfuUest; yet that will be about thirty pounds per 
annum. But the commodiousness is beyond the revenue ; 
for the orator writes all the university letters, makes all 
the orations, be it to king, prince, or whatever comes to 
the university. To requite these pains, he takes place 
next the doctors, is at all their assemblies and meetings, 
and sits above the proctors ; is regent or non-regent at 
his pleasure ; and such like gaynesses, which will please 
a young man well. 

I long to hear from Sir Francis. I pray, sir, send the 
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letter you receive from him to me as soon as you can, 
that I may work the heads to my purpose. I hope I 
shall get this place without all your London helps, of 
which I am very proud; not hut that I joy in your 
favors, hut that you may see, that if all fail, yet I am 
ahle to stand on mine own legs. 

Nohle sir, I thank you for your infinite favors ; I fear 
only that I have omitted some fitting circumstances ; 
yet you will pardon my haste, which is very great, 
though never so hut that I have hoth time and work 
to he 

Your extreme servant, 

George Herbert. 



Sir- 

I have received the things you sent me safe ; and 

now the only thing I long for is, to hear of my dear sick 

sister ; first, how her health fares ; next, whether my 

peace be yet made with her concerning my unkind 

departure. Can I bp so happy as to hear of hoth these, 

that they succeed well ? Is it not too much for me ? 

Good sir, m^e it plain to her* that I loved her even in 

my departure, in looking to her son, and my charge. I 

suppose she is not disposed to spend her eye-sight on a 

piece of paper, or else I had wrote to her. When I 

shall understand that a letter will he seasonable, my pen 

is ready. Concerning the orator's place, all goes well 

yet. The next Friday it is tried, and accordingly you 

shall hear. I have forty businesses in my hands. Your 

courtesy will pardon the haste of 

Your humble servant, 

George Herbert. 
Trin, Coll., Jan. 19, 1619. 



6' 



To the truly noble Sir J. D, 
Sir— 

I understand by a letter from my brother Henry, 
that he hath bought a parcel of books for me, and that 
they are coming over. Now though they have hitherto 
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Sir— 

I understand by Sir Francis Nethersole's letter, 

that he fears I have not fully resolved of the matter, 

since this place being civil, may divert me too much 

from divinity, at which, not without cause, he thinks I 

aim. But I have wrote him back, that this dignity hath 

no such earthiness in it, but it may very well be joined 

with heaven ; or if it had to others, yet to me it should 

not, for aught I yet knew ; and therefore I desired him 

to send me a direct answer in his next letter. I pray, 

sir, therefore, cause this enclosed to be carried to his 

brother's house of his own name, (as I think,) at the 

sign of the Pedlar and the Pack, on London bridge ; for 

there he assigns me. I cannot yet find leisure to write 

to my lord, or Sir Benjamin Ruddyard ; but I hope I shall 

shortly ; though for the reckoning of your favors I shall 

never find time and paper enough, yet I am 

Your readiest servant, 

George Herbert. 

Trin, Coll., Oct. 6, 1619. " 

I remember my most humble duty to my mother, 
who cannot think me lazy, since I rode two hundred 
miles to see a sister, in a way I knew not, in the midst 
of much business, and all in a fortnight, not long since. 
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travelled upon your charge, yet if my sister were ac- 
quainted that they are ready, I dare say she would make 
good her promise of taking tive or six pounds upon her ; 
which she hath hitherto deferred to do, not of herself, 
but upon the want of those books which were not to be 
got in England. For that which surmounts, though 
your noble disposition is infinitely free, yet I had rather 
fly to my old ward, that if any course could be taken of 
doubling my annuity now, upon condition that I should 
surcease from all title to it after I. entered into a bene- 
fice, I should be most glad to entertain it, and both pay 
for the surplusage of these books, and for ever after 
cease my clamorous and greedy bookish requests. It is 
high time now that I should be no more a burden to 
you, since I can never answer what I have already 
received ; for your favors are so ancient that they pre- 
vent ray memory, and yet still grow upon 

Ypur humblest servant, 

George Herbert. 

I remember my most humble difty to my mother. I 
have wrote to my dear sick sister this week already, and 
therefore now I hope to be excused. 

I pray, sir, pardon my boldness of enclosing my broth- 
er's letter in yours ; for it was because I know your 
lodging, but not his. 



^erbert'0 taJorks. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Oris wold has favored the 
publisher toith the follotoing commendation of this 
work. 

" Having, by request, examined the little volume con- 
taining poems by Rev. George Herbert, with others 
written in imitation of his, and his life by Izaac Walton, 
I am of opinion that a new edition of it would be ac- 
ceptable and useful to the reading public, and especially 
to the admirers of genius and wit, when employed in 
the cause of piety and religion. The writings of a man 
whose learning and judgment were so highly esteemed 
by the learned of his age, and especially by Sir Francis 
Bacon, should not be suffered to sink into oblivion.' 
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RECOMMENDATIONS, 



The Rev, Willbitr Fisk, of the Wesleyan Univer- 
tity, has been pleased to say of it, that 

" The writiDgs of this little volume abound in wit 
and piety. The peculiarity of the style, the characters 
of the authors, and of the age in which they wrote, all 
render it a volume of interest, and worthy of preserva- 
tion." 



In the second volume of the Life ofDr, Adam Clarke 
(p. 72), we find the following notice of Mr. Her- 
bert. 

** On the road we passed by (I think it is called) 

Lay ton Church, where that blessed man of God, Mr. 
Herbert, author of the most excellent collection of 
poems, republished by Mr. Edwards, formerly preached. 
The mere sight of the place where such an eminent 
minister of God hath dispensed the word of life, impressed 
ray mind with solemnity and reverence." 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IFTHIS BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 



